
WEST VIRGINIA
EXTENSION

RESEARCH 

$2.4M in support 
of Healthy Grandfamilies since 2015

80 garden beds 
installed at schools and 
community centers

100+ people 
trained in proper tree care

2,500 +
grandfamilies served

Brought hands-on 4-H 
STEM education to 

5K+ kids 
in 28 Counties

West Virginia State University is an equal opportunity/affirmative action institution and does not discriminate against any person because of race, color, religion, sex/gender, national origin, ancestry, age, blindness, disability, pregnancy, genetic information, sexual 
orientation, gender identity, veteran or military status or other category that is protected under federal, State, or local anti-discrimination laws as protected characteristics.

West Virginia State University is committed to providing access, equal opportunity and reasonable accommodation for individuals with disabilities. To request disability accommodation contact (304) 766-4278 or email sayreca@wvstateu.edu.

Researching lower-cost, 
sustainable feed 
alternatives for farmed fish

Building stronger, more 
disease-resistant 
tomatoes, peppers and melons

Studying the reclamation  
of formerly mined lands

Seeking new 
sources of 
sustainable 
energy

Conducting water 
quality sampling 
in Kanawha River

150+ trees 
planted in WV communities

IMPACTING

7K+ youth 
activities conducted



WVSU supports the West Virginia Higher Education Policy Commission and their legislative priorities impacting the 
operations and sustainability of our institution:

• All colleges in West Virginia have been financially impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic, and the commission is 
calling for ongoing surveillance testing and follow-up. We support the commission’s request to continue funding for 
all institutions of higher education at their current levels. 

• Higher education institutions also are seeking the statutory required request for deferred maintenance of at least $10 
million for our colleges and universities. This would ensure our higher education institutions continue to receive 
funding at the current level. 

• Increasing mental health resources to higher education institutions is also a top priority. We are asking legislators 
to provide additional funding of $2 million to support expansion of Open Educational Resources initiatives at our 
campuses, as well as online instruction, training, implementation and support. 

Higher Education Policy Commission Priorities

WVSU has a $75.2	million 
economic	impact on the state of West Virginia.*

*According to a 2016 study commissioned by the West Virginia Higher Education Policy Commission.
**According to the West Virginia Higher Education Almanac 2020.  

78%	of	graduates	
are working in West Virginia two years after graduation.**

Our Priorities

$3,673,496	 State-Match	to	Federal	Funds	in	2021–22	
WVSU is requesting its required 100% match of federal dollars for research, extension 
and forestry programs, and that the legislative language be updated to reflect that the State 
of West Virginia will permanently match the university’s annual federal allocation. This new 
language will avoid the annual request of a new amount and will also prevent the possibility 
of any discrepancy between the previous year’s appropriation and new match amount needed. 

$750,000	 Development	of	Institute	for	Industrial	Cybersecurity	
WVSU is partnering with Marshall University to develop methods to protect transportation, 
utility and industrial systems from cyberattack. A virtual Institute for Industrial Cybersecurity 
will be formed between the two universities, with each developing outreach initiatives to 
support industries and new startups in the cybersecurity arena. Each university requests 
$750,000 for the development of this project.

$550,000	 Continuation	Funding	for	Healthy	Grandfamilies	
To meet the needs of this expanding population, WVSU is requesting $550,000 to grow 
Healthy Grandfamilies, a statewide collaborative project that provides education, resources 
and assistance to grandparents raising their grandchildren.

$4,973,496	 Total	Funds	Requested

Partnership with the West Virginia State Legislature ensures West Virginia State University (WVSU) meets the higher 
education and economic development needs of the state and region. WVSU is seeking to permanently secure 100% state-
match funding to continue meeting the demands of its 1890 land-grant mission of research, teaching and outreach; funds 
to grow the WVSU Healthy Grandfamilies initiative; and support for a collaborative project with Marshall University for 
industrial cybersecurity.
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OverviewLEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES
• 100% state match for federal land-grant funds through the 

West Virginia Legislature.

• Support the higher education funding formula model being 
developed by the West Virginia Higher Education Policy 
Commission.

• Permanent funding for West Virginia State University’s      
state-wide Healthy Grandfamilies initiative.  

• Secure federal infrastructure funding to support expansion of 
WVSU’s Research and Development campus. 

OVERVIEW
For more than 130 years, West Virginia State University (WVSU) has stood as a beacon of hope and a 
pathway to prosperity for thousands of students. There are nearly 13,000 WVSU alumni in the state of West 
Virginia, with more than 8,000 in Kanawha County alone. Throughout our region, and in every profession 
you will find alumni of this great university who are working every day to make their lives, and our state, a 
better place.

Our impact in the state of West Virginia cannot be understated. The University’s reach extends to all 55 
counties of West Virginia. Through the university’s Extension Service we are positively impacting the entire 
state of West Virginia through programs relating to 4-H, agriculture, health and nutrition, community and 
economic development, and more. 

With our Healthy Grandfamilies program we are helping provide guidance and solutions to grandparents 
throughout the state who are raising their grandchildren. West Virginia ranks second in the nation in the 
number of grandfamily households and work done by our university is helping to address this great need in 
society. 

Continued investment by the West Virginia State Legislature will ensure our University’s vision as a premier, 
land-grant institution where an entrepreneurial spirit inspires innovative teaching and learning, transforma-
tive research, and relevant community engagement that empowers learners to live a life of impact.
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