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Upcoming Events: 

¶ Joint FTX (MAR) 

¶ Cluster FTX (APR) 

¶ Dining out @ WVUIT (APR) 

¶ Commissioning (MAY) 

 This fall semester has marked another busy chapter in the 

Yellow Jacketõs history. Our enrollment has surged and we are 

operating with an even larger group of new Cadre and Cadets  than in 

years past.  Our military family remains geographically dispersed 

with 28% at West Virginia State University , 47% at Glenville State 

College, 13% at WVU Institute of Technology, and 12% at the 

University of Charleston.  

                With 68 total cadets (26 contracted), we are poised to 

make our commission mission of ten officers each year in 2014, 

2015, and 2016.  The Army continues to demand 5,350 quality men 

and women that are achieving their undergraduate with a focus in 

Science, Technology, Engineering and Math (STEM) degrees.  Our Yellow Jacket Cadets are 

meeting the challenges for the Army of 2020 and continuing to set high standards at Operation 

Warrior Forge.  This past summer our students maintained a unit average APFT of 270, and an 

80% first-time pass rate for land navigation.   Cadet Marc Jones earned an overall assessment 

of òExcellentó, the first such high score for our battalion  since 2009ñcongratulations!  

We have been fortunate to receive training and assistance visits from our recent 

alumni, to include: 2LT Spencer Ferrebee who returned to WVSU on a short visit from Ft. 

Hood, before deploying to Kuwait; 2LT John Smith spent his summer as a trainer at Joint Base 

Lewis-McChord and visited WVSU at the beginning of the semester, prior to reporting to Ft. 

Benning, GA for the Infantry Officer Basic Course; 2LT David Cottrill supported WVSU during 

the April Cluster FTX and has volunteered to serve as a trainer/mentor during the fall 2013 

FTX; 2LT Ashley Bish served as a Gold Bar recruiter assisting WVSU & the WVNG with the Boy 

Scout Jamboree in Beckley, along with scholarship promotional visits at our local high schools.  

I invite all contracted cadets to immerse themselves into the many opportunities 

available to ROTC students, the future leaders of Americaõs Army.  Strong physical fitness 

(APFT) and high academic grade point averages make the difference on my OML (order of 

merit list) to select cadets for special training, awards, and other recognition beyond our 

Battalionõs footprint.  Contracted cadets should remember that the opportunity for applying 

to CULP (Cultural Understanding and Language Program) opens annually from  25 SEP thru 25 

OCT.  Weõve maintained a proud tradition over the past two years of sending Cadet Colvin to 

Slovakia in 2012 and Cadet Raines to Thailand in 2013.  Who will be our brave explorer in 

2014, and where they will travel to is anyoneõs guessñTanzania, Korea, Marshall Islands?   

I am extremely proud of the officers weõve commissioned and I wish them luck on 

their journey as professional officers.   They will each face difficult decisions that demand 

critical thinkers to identify and òframe the problemó, understand their key tasks, and envision 

the end state, in order to achieve mission success.   I have no doubt that each of our 

Lieutenants are more than capable of serving in demanding positions and succeeding.  

Air Assault! 

West Virginia State University 

Army ROTC 

 Yellow Jacket Battalion   
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Check us on the web!  

http://armyrotc.com/edu/wvastate/index.htm  
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~Mak ing  the Head l ines  

MAJ Beirne assisting with CWST at GSC 

Seniors on Day Land Nav. Check Point 

CDT Raines having fun at CWST 

CDTs rehearsing before Ranger Challenge  

Ranger Challenge Seniors 

Gregory Hott, Marc Jones, Kodie Halstead 

CDTs plotting points for Day Land NAV at               

Point Pleasant, WV 

CDT Bruce prepares for an interview for WVSUõs    

newest marketing plan òBecause of Stateó 

CDTs Gadzala and Chandler plot points for Day Land 

Nav. 


